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PREF ACE 


TO THE 


READER. 
PON the recei pt of the following Leter concerning 

| the nature of Taxes, and levying of Mony upon 
the Subje&, I immediately refolv'd co commur it 
 to.the Preſ7 3. as'conceiving that it might be in- 
firumencal- towards the removal. of that popular Argument, 
whicly the Mai-coments of the Age are ſo induftrious to inſti! 
into, the Minds of the common fort, wiz. That frequent 
Taxes 2xean infopportable grievance and oppreſſion to the 
Nation 3 and this by fo much. chey the more ſacceſsfully 
propagate, by how much 'tisazeceived':Opinion among the 
Popmlace , and (ſuch as either' for want of: parts, or not ac- 
cu3om'd to ſerious reflections, have not throughly conlſi- 
der'd this Aﬀeair 3 whence 'tis come to paſs, that this vulgar 
Error has obtained ſo general a conſent and approbation, 
that it needs not to be much inculcated. This the diſaffected 
Party to the preſent Government are (ſufficiently ſenſible of, 
and: therefore are not unative in the eſtabliſhmene of an 
untruth, which has the advantage of making a deep im- 
preflion upon ſuch , whoſe yore and prefintions ſenti- 
ments render them fit Objects of their deſign : Sed date, & 
on conceſſo, allowing, but not granting, that Taxes were 
really a #urthento the Nation ; yetif it be true that « walks 
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minimum, Of two evils, the leaſt is to be choſen, It will 


thence follow, that 'cis berter for the Kingdom to have 
purchas'd its redemption from Popery and Arbitrary Power , 
though at the price of ſome pare of the Eſtates and For- 


runes of the SubjeR z rather than to have loſt all at one 


throw, by a Tyrannical Invaſion upon their Religion, Laws, 


and Liberties, I preſume that even ſome of thoſe bulie 


Agents who ſow theſe feeds of Diſcord: and Diviſion among 
us, would havg been content to have bought their ſafery 
almoſt at any rate, whileſt the Storm was imminent ; and 
now that 'tis happily blowa over, and nothing appears at pre- 
ſent,but a ſerene Skie,and fair Weather ; Why (ſhould they either 
endgavour a redation .both of themſelves -and others to 
their.fprmer 4exger, tg; which their turbulent deyices do im- 
mediately tends- or ſtrive-to create tmreaſoneble diffaris- 
factions againſt (o juſt an expedient, as each ones diſcharg- 


ing a few pence for an enſurance of the publick Peace, and: 


quiet ſettlement of the Nation ? 

'Tis ſurely very unaccountable, that thoſe Men, who 
diſcovered fo great. an alacrnuy and forwardnefs in op- 
poling, of © Papi/ſh ' Tyranny and Arbitrary Power, ſhould now 
endeavour to enſlaye us under. the ſame aneafie ez bur 
with; this additional aggravation. to our” former ſervitude; 
that whereas we were then allowed /eome, we muſt now 
make Brick without Straw;,, This ſeems ſo wild amotion of 
Obedience ( the reſult of: the Paſſive. Doftrine )) and that the 
chief hee! in- that unaccountable Engine of abſolute So- 
veraignty,as is deſtructive of all Government; inaſmuch as ris 
utterly irreconcileable wich the preſepvation, and com-1n- 
intereſt of humane Society. But theſe murmuring, fedi- 
tious Spirits, after: ſhamefully rerrafting from their early 
officiouſne(s, in their encouragement of the-late Expedi- 
tion of the then Prince of Orange, are not content with 
a.compleat enjoyment of their Properties, under the even 
ſteerage of this great zad $kilful Pile, who ſo jultly. 
manapes theHelm of the preſent Governmeat,as not to invade 
the Rights of any Man; nor yet to retain their par- 
ticular ſentiments within their own breaſts, but they muſt 
needs vent. and divulge them to others, by which tl.ey, be- 

| come 


UMI 


UMI 


The Preface to the Reader. 


come the publick I*cendiarier of the Nation. 'But as I can- 
not enough admire both the folly and ingratitude of cheſe 
Men, who ſtrive to difleminate fo poyſonous a Contagion z 
ſo have I not room left for wonder and ſurprize, to ob- 
ſerve divers innocent well-meaning Perſons ſo unwatily 
catch'd and infected by it, when not many Afenths ago, their 
Lives, Religion, Liberties, a\l that was dear or acceptable unto 
them, lay apparently at ſtake. For which, I pray, do they 
account the more: advantagious, whether their / reperties tO 
be infring'd, their Religion violated, their Laws ſubverted, 
their Eftates confiſcated, and they, with their Wives, Chil- 
dren, and Relations, to be expos'd to the Fiery Tr9al, or to: 
be ſeaſonably freed from thele amazing terrours, ready to 
overwhelm them in a full carrere, when chey received a lig- 
nal and miraculous, as well as a gracious deliverance, and 
that as much above their hopes, as 1t has ſince appeared to be 
beyond their deſert ? 

What would not every honeſt Man, or goed Chriſtian, have 
given at that time to have had that ſecurity under his own 
Fine, and under his own Fig tree, the liberty of his Religion, 
the full enjoyment of his Property, and an equa! and juſt ad- 
miniſtration of the Laws, which he now enjoys uider the 
benign influence” and protection of the preſent Govern- 
ment? And then with what face can he deny to contribute [is 
reſpective ſhare, and proportion, not only to the aſſuring of 
his own particular right, but alſo that of the genera! ins 
cereſt, rogerher with what is infinitely preferable to either, 
the Proteſtant Religion in the three Kingdoms. 

All this, and much more, which might be offered, and in- 
ſifted upon ( were not prolixity improper in a Preface, eſpe- 
cially to fo ſmall a Diſcourſe, as is that of the following Let- 
fer ) ſeems exceeding reaſonable upon the former Hypotheſis, 
if Taxes were really a burchen and oppreſſion to the Na- 
tion, which the following Sheets do abundantly evince that 
they are not, by ſhewing that they are (o far from being a 
ar —_ of, « & they really add to the Trade and Riches of 
a State, 
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This the 4»tlzr has fully prov'd from che opulent eondition 
of thoſe Countries where Taxes are moſt numerous, and 
after ſevera] copious parallel. infences deriv'd from: Foreign 
Monarchies and Repadblicks, (hewing their great advancement 
by Taxes, and frequent /evies upon the Subje&t, he under- 
takes to demonſtrate” the pratticableneſs, as well as equal ad- 
vantage of. the fame to theſe ago, This I thoughe to 
be of ſuch ſeaſonable and' publick importance, in reference 
to the preſent ſtate of affairs, as well in order tothe recti- 
tying the afore mention'd general prejudice and miſtake, as 
ro filencing of all incemperate_and unreaſonable mur- 
murers againſt che proceedings of. the Grand Council of the 
Nacion, in the methods taken for a fupply of the Naval and 
Land-forces, that I theught fit to uſher it 'inco publick view, 
as conſidering that if thefe Men who-moſt- inveigh againſt 
Taxes, coals be brought to believe, that they naturally 
tend to the advantage and intereſt of the State, and do 
really conduce to the enriching and 'improvement of it; 
they muſt needs ceaſe from their Seditious clamours againſt; 
and Satyrical refleRions upon the-Government in this reſpect; 
and that this would not be-the ſole advantage which would 
accrew from the clearing'up of this miſtake, but that all honef 
and good Men will joyn more cordially than ever in their una- 
nimous and chearfal contributions to its ſupport, when they 
2re made ſenftble, tharnot only the common asty of Subjects, 
that indiſpenfable O#igation of a perpetual gratirmde which they 
owe to their Deliverer, ard the natiral inftinft of ſelf-preſer- 
zatien Ought to quicken and excite them thereunto 3 bur 
beſides ail this, that they are really gaizers by this comr/e, 


and conſequently what they expend upon that account, does 
after a due circalation retuin to them with a conſiderable im- 


pr oven. eat 4nd argmentation. 


THE 


UMI 


— 
—_ 


CONTENTS 


=— manner wer aſe of Taxes among the Anciem Adina: 


Page 1, 3 

Numerous Taxes a great advantage to the c vomonwealth 'f 
Venice, ” - | 3 
And to the United Provinces. id. 


The contrary ſhewn to be a great occaſion of Prem, both in the 
Empire and Spain. 


Portugals exceeding them in Taxes, an occaſion of its greater 


riches, than either. ibid. 
The preſent ſtate of France repreſented as to this particular. 
P- 455 


The method of impoſing T axes in Germany, Spain, France, Molco- 
vy, Florence, Swedelane, Poland, Denmark and the Common- 
wealth of Veuceycomperen with that of England ;e#c:p. 5;6,7,8,9 - 

Tt uſe and employment of Taxes in other Kingdoms ſhewn - n 

different from thoſe in this. 

Taxes prov'd no Charge, but a Gain, both to the. Publick? and 

Private Intereſt, from Seven Particulars 


P. I 
I. From the Perſons who pay the greateſt ſhare of them. ibid, 


JJ. From their uſe and circulation. P. 11 
Hi. From their improvement of Trade, and therein a deſcription 
of the nature of Trade. P- 11, 12 
IV, From the Poors being emplay'd by them. P. 13,14 
V. Erom their making Men of no uſe in the Kingdom, profitable to 
the Commonwealth, P. 15 


Vi. From then uſcfu'n ſs tn time of War, for the encouragement 
of Trade ard Marufatlories within the King dom. P+- 16 
Vil. From their arſperſwig 7 49 nach Trealure an the Nation in time 
of War, a: T.ade «ces in Peace.. P- 16,17 


Alu 


The Contents. 


A late Pager Confuted, entitled [Propoſals humbly cred to 
the Conſideration of this prelent Parliament, &c. | p. 20 


Of Taxrs uneaſie to the Subjeft. ibid. 
1. Such as are levy d by way of Fees in Offcet,” © © ibid. 
2, By Poll Mony. Þ. 21 
3. Benevolence. P. 22 
- Such as are aaa a Lfor liberty # in Religion. P. 23 

 'Þy23 
4 att nthevaluryf! Mony. .Þ/ 24 


7. Raiſing from Travellers, a in Holland, chc, tbid- 
Of Taxes accounted moſt adviſeable in other Kingdoms. Þp. 25 


1. Exciſe. ibid, 
2. 2 a on the Jews. P- 26 
On Play-houſes, &C. ibid. 


0c Tax o = onr pen ſuch MalefaQors as we puniſh with Death : 
*” he reaſonableneſs of this, andthe ſeverity and unproſitableneſs 
| of oner Own Law; in this reſpe(t. P- 26, 27, 28 


Taxes 


n 


UMI 


Taxes no Charge : 
A LETTER ah GENTLEMAN, 


A Perſon of QUALITY. 


* Worthy Sir, 


Urſuantto my Promiſe, at our late Conference, I here 
preſent you with a ſhort Eflay, concerning Taxes, 
which I ſu>mir to y ur private Cenſure, and (hall nx 
limit you from ſending it to the Pcels, if in your 

Op1rior it may prove ſerviceable to the Publick, 

Tovar Tiizute, or as we now Ca'l it, Cutoms, Taxes, &*, 
were Originally a Mark of Servitude,is evidenc'd by the lnter- 
rogatory of an infa..ibie Authir, Of wom do the princes of the 
earth take tribute ! 

Bur as Goverament became? more humane, the Sivage Ex. 
ation unon Stranvers was leis rigid, and the Romans, win were 
then Maſters of Civil Governmear in the World,tound it con- 
ducthg to the Eſtabliſhment of that overgrown, and prodigi- 
ous Empire, to:mak2 every part of cneir Co1qu.Realic to 
the People, and that in point of Taxes they [houd be univers 
ſally equal 3 which ſecms to be confirmed by tht of Auruſtus, 
4nhen he ordered all the World ro be Tazed ; wherein we 1: 
no ex2mproa of a R112 above Otiers. I hicy were indecd 
inveſted in divers other previledges, buy tn tic mitrer of 
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Txes, we find the Wiſdom of that Empire to make a diſtin«. 
&ion from any that were under their Conqueſt and Gc» 
v<rament. . 

In imitation of whoſe equal, and prudent condutt, all 
ſu:ceeding Governments have becn guided in tempering of 
their cougacits, and not .as in the fic Jges, makimp\both 
Perſons zand Efkarss the 'purthage ff ViRtary, 'by this 
means, Civihties, Lxws, and Chriftianity have, been propa- 
gated in the World with that advantagious ſucceſs, to 
which they could never have attain'd, if conqueſt ha4 
been purſued, and employ'd as in former Apes, in all the ir» 
humane adts. of Slavery, Violcace and Rapine, 

The Romans were threfirſtwer read of, ' that- regularly paid 
their Armies : before them, the Barbarians might ſome« 
times divide tlie Spoil of their Enemies, and other ſavage 
ways they had, to latishe their Herds of Men, but no ex- 
act payments were in ule, antil the Remars ; and for the 
maintenance aiid encouragement of ſo good a Goy: rn nent, 
they impoſed Taxes, that ſo in intervals of Peace, their 
Armies might not be expoſed to the neceſſity .of cam- 
mitting the like ravage, they did in times of War, and 
publick Hoſtility, | 

They foon became Artiſts in Taxing the People, in- 
venting ways to bring in Mony, That of Avg1ſtus Ceſar, 
in Taxing the whole Empire,. ſeemed to be in the man- 
ncr of a Poll with us. There was allo a Tribute im» 
poſed upon Paſl:ngers , going from place to -place, and 
a cuſtom levy*d upon Goods and Merchandize, 

They had allo an Art of railing Mony, from Atzens, upon 
the account of being admitted to the priviledge of Roman: 3 
and many other ways, and devices they had to advance 
Mony, which if duly conſidered, was the chief, if not 
only reaſon why they were ſo fam'd in -the World for 
good Government, becauſe that they. paid their eFrmy, 
and Memiſters of State ſo well, that they. Iay not under 
the temptation of Violence or Bribery. 

| ſhall kere come toa cloſe in relation to Tams, and im« 
poſitions, under - the Heathen Roman Emperours; and or- 
ly in order to the making good my poſition, That Taxes 
are. no Charge, infer from this YJone by the Row ans, thet 
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*cwas none in their days, inaſmuch as it kept the People 
from violence, and ravage af the Soldier:, and the worle 
ExaCtions and Corruptions of Civil Magiſtrates. 

We will now. make an Enquiry into the- Taxes, and 
Impoltzions of Chriſtzan Princes, and then compare them 
with thoſe of theſe Kingdoms, 


Firſt, Then let us look into the Impoſitions of Commenr- 
wealchs, the greateſt and moſt anitient is FYerice. None 
will ſay that they are a poor Sexre, though all mnt 
own; that they he under heavy Taxes, infomnch that 
tis beheved in thoſe: Countries, that the Cariftians un- 
der the Turks are fubj:C&t to leſs Impoſitions, than ſuch 
as live under the Yenertians, where beſides great Cuſtoms 
upon all Merchandize, they pay Exciſe for every bit of 
Bread. and Meat, nay for tie very Salt they eat ; and 
after all thi-, the pooreſt Labourer pays his Poll-mony : 
and yet where is there a Richer P:ople ? and no Go. 
vernmcut, either Chriſtian or Heathen in the known 
World of ſuch eAntiguity, and without charge, though 
peiter'd with continual' Wars, at one time for the ſpace 
of Seven Years, had all the Chriftian Princes in Europe in 
a League, and War againſt them, except England. 

We will memion the next Comonveakb in Power and* 
Riches; the Unted Previnces : | need not particularizs 
their Taxes, few there are of our Kingdoms, but know 
them, and that they are (o great, that *cis believed: the 
pooreſt. labouring Man im Hollend' addy to: their Imrade: 
four pornds Sterling a Year, fo great is- the Exciſe onevery 
ring they eat or drink: beſides wpon the oecaſion: of any 
War, it is uſual to raiſe the fortierth peny upon thci- whote 
Eftatcs z yet theſe People vye with all Nations in mat- 
ter of Trade and. Riches, and *cis- matter of Controverſiz 
which of the two, whether they or Ferice, inproportion 
ro their extents of Land, are the Richer, Taey of Hot- 
land out-do them in their Common People: as: to Wealth 
and Coin, Now tihen it muſt he allowed that Tavxrss there 
donoharm, fince the very Peaſiats ( Bores they call them } 
are ſo Rich, as frequently to give a Tun of Gold, which 13 
Ten thouſand pounds of or Mony, 1n Portion with their D zuglters. 
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Tac naming of theſe Two Commonwealths miy ſerve for 
al} under that diſtinftion, I ſhall now come to Tixes un- 
der Menarchs,, 10 nominate ſome few, as inſtances to 
ſupply the reſt, i'il begin with. the Empire, where Taxes 
2re gencrally low, and conſequently the People poor : tor 
it will be fo (as l ſhall hereafter demonſtrate) wheres 
ever the Rich Gentry, and others have nothing to fetch 
Mony out of their Ceffers, but their own expencez by which 
the Commonalty can have little opportunity To improve 
themſelves. 

Spain follows much the ſteps of the Empire in their Taxes, 
and although there are numcrous cauſes aſſigned for the 
poverty of that part particularly under the name of 
Spain ;, yetthar of their irregular and uncertain Taxes do 
powerfully contribute to the indigent State of that King- 
dom z for that the Country cannot be Planted by reaton 
of the Armies living upon the Spoyl of it, not having a Pen- 
' Ny pay for Six Months together 5 by which means the Coun- 
try teels little difference from the Conquelt of theic Enemies, 
and the Quartering their own Forces. 

Portural is more craving in its Taxes, Impolitions being 
heavy on Importations which are 'cf the worlt ſort; yet 
better than none : and ſeeing it raiſes a conſiderable Reye. 
nue, their Army and Officers of State are well paid, and 
their Country much richer, and more populous than Spain; 
that borders upon them, 

I ſhall put a period to that part of my Diſcourſe referring 
to the Taxes of Fareign Princes, with that of France, which 
is rather the abhorrence, than eximple of any Chriſt5an 
Prince- ; his Tyrannical Impoſitions being grown to an un- 
Lmited cxaCtion upon all Men, both Sacred and Civil, 
and yet fo, if the barbarity of the thing covld have been 
ſeparated from the effet, thoſe unbounded Taxes would 
not have impoveriſhed the Country ; if the Mony had not 
been ſpent out of his own Dominions in Foreign Con- 
queſts, . which rarely proye beneficial to the Country th:r 
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If we conſider Prance, in the: beginning of thcir Invaſions 

on their Neighbuurs, we ſhall fiad them nor. ſo. Rich as 
they were Seven years after, notwithſtanding that great 
part of their Taxes werei ſcut out of the , Kingdom to 
raiſe Men, and more ſpent in paying the Army in the 
Enemies Country , and buying of Towns. Now, at firſt 
view this may ſeem ſtrange and unaccountable, Taat Inpo- 
fitions upon a P-ople, and a great part of them carried ou: 
of their Country, ſhould make them thrive : Yer, notwirth= 
ſtanding this ſeeming Paradox, *cis a certam: Truth, as in 
the ſequel of the Diſcourſe will. be fully evident ; And, that 
France might have managed a Ir with all Exrope, and not 
have begger'd the Kingdom, as now it is, if they had nor 
deſtroy'd it by their fierce perſecution of the Hugoners ; for 
that has evidently been :the Ruin of, that Kingdom. . 
Whereas had the Prench Proteſtants, been encouraged and 
Maintained in their Rights and Religiony they would haye 
been their beſt and moſt loyal men, both in Peace and 
War ; for ſo they prov'd in the Minority of this King, in the 
general defeCtion of France ;, and had they beea now polleſt 
of their Religion and Rights in France, .it is to be feard, we 
had not fo eaſily commanded the Seas, moſt of the French 
Seamen being of that Profeſlion. 
' We now come to compare the Taxes of theſe King- 
doms with tboſe 'of Foreign Princes z and to fave multi- 
plying of words, will reduce all under two Heads ; Firſt, 
the Laws, and manner of impoſing Txes upon their Subjects 
and, Secondly, the quantum and duration of ſuch Taxes, 


For the Firft, the Laws and Manner of- Impoling Taxes 
that is as different as the Climates which they are under, 
] ſhall not trouble my ſelf, or the Reader, with naming 
of all the Kingdoms-in Ewrope, but ſhall only inſtance ſome 
of the moſt conſiderable: in order whereunto, I ſhall begin 
with Germany, the Impoſitions of which Country may be. 
brought under two Heads; that of the Tenure and Obliga- 
tion of the Princes, Nobility, and Free Cities. to furniſh a cer« - 
tain number.of Men in the Wars againſt th: Turk . 
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The Second, -by' levying Money in the Dyets, neither of 
which, if compared with thoſe of. Exedand,. can, be thoughts 
ealic. Tharof futniſhing Meg,. is little- better than tyranni- 
cal is the Lords and Nobles, who! arbitrarily farce theio 
Tenants, and- perhaps Neighbours to compleat their nuns 
bers, without-any relief in the greateſt abule, having noue 
to: make complaint or: application to, to redreſs their Grie» 
vances and Violent .. Uſage, Then, for their Byers, they 
are fo: few for! the: Commonalty, and fo- much influenc'd 
and/ overþowerd' by the predominant Iatereſbof their Gran- 
dees, that the Impoſitions can; hardly be laid with any equal 
or jvft regard to, or tight conſideration of the Poor, 

Taxes in' Spain: are yet more arbitrarily impoſed, the 
People having no Vore there, but all the, Dutics 
laid in effe& by the King and-.his Council: In ſome Caſes 
they will adviſe with- the Nobility and other Communis 
ies, but "tis no more'than meer Complement, or matter 
of fbrm : for whatſoever the King and Conncil enatt, thar 
they muſt acquieſce and agree to ; and the truth is, it ap- 
pears (6 by their irregalar, vexatious, and yet moſt unpro» 
firable way of Taxes, in which they are much ſhort, and in+ 
ſcriour to any Government 1n' Europe. | 

France makes a- fair ſhew: tor the People, and yet makes a 
berter market for the: King : He 1mpoſes-Duties vniler the 
pretence of the Parliaments of each Province laying it on 
the People ; but at the ſame time, 'tis only the King's 
Word that makes the Ordinance- of: Parliament); Not as 
here in England, where it comes laſt to the King, for the 
Royal Allenet : But there the King (Ends: the Pzrliament 
word; tt he will have ſo much Money; and aththe favone 
that thty can obtain from-him, is, to place it on fuch Coms 
moditics, or ways, as they think moaſtrexpedient. 

Anu, 'tis nvt unworthy obſervation to remark, Taat 
theſe Parliaments of Fraxce are in off: no more than 
Conrts of 7adicature, in Matters of Right betwixt man and 
man, hearing and jadzing Cauſes, and their Places houghe 
from tie King, not clefted by re People. So: that from 
ſuch Parliaments nothing can bs expected but the King's 
Dictatcs. 
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The- great 'Duke of H{yſeovis is above all tyrannical in 
his Impeſitions, .charging on the Subjet what he pleaſes ; 
and yer which is more oppreſſive ro his People, fore- 
ſtalls the chief Commodities of the Kingdom, or whar 
comes from others, and ſets what price he thinks fit upon 
them, by which he deſtroys his-own Merchanes and »Dea- 
lers.z and, -where 'other Kings. make themſelves and their 
Subje&ts-rich, by tailing Mobey on them, he makes himſelf 
Poor, -and his Subjects miſerable Elaves, barring them a? 
Induſtry, by ſhutting them out from Trade, and agreea- 
bly to ſuch Oppteſlions, his vaſt Dominiens are thinly plan- 
ted, and -poor to a Prodigy; and-had they the liberty of 
:fceing other Countries, he would: yer have a ſmaller 'Stack 
of Inhabitants: but he keeps what he has; by making it 
-Death for all the 'Kiadred of ſuch as go out of his Dominions 
«without his Licence and Permsſſion. 

Next to him in Arbitrary Impoſitions, is the Duke of 
'Flayence, who is not bounded ig his Taxes, and likewiſe in- 
-grofſes ſeveral Trades, and fets what price he pleaſes upon 
his own Commoditics ; .by which bis Country wogld -al- 
'fo be made Poor, 'but : that \he thas the opportunity of 
other Helps, which the preat Duke - of « Hnſcovia is not 
aſſiſted with, ( viz. ) a Comntry placed in the Garden of the 
World; and by his making Legorn a Free Port, made is 
-the Centre of Trade, and by-that got the ſtart of all Prin- 
ices in Emrope, | 

The Kingdom of Swe-efimd ' has -many Advantages of 
raiſing Money from the Country, rather than People, -and 
yet they are not exempt from Taxes all which contri- 
butes to the inriching of that Kingdom, which- has little of 
Arts or Trade to improve it, only -that which Nature pro- 
duces: and 'She indeed has been liberal to that great Ring- 
-dom , in Fines of all forts, -thongh eaſt of Gold bt Silver 1 
:but abounds in 'Copper, Tin, Tron, +. of 'all Whieh, the 
King has a tenth, as alſo of Catrel and Corn; he has hke- 
wiſe the vaſt demeans of Biſhops and Church-Land?, our of 
which he- only allows a ſmall Competency to his own 'Bi- 
ſhops ; and aſter all this,-he has liberty, by the Laws of the 
-Landzto-raile Money-on the"Stbjeftirr cafe of War: 
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The King of Poland is reſtrain'd ; and can' do nothing 
but by. the D.cree of the Dyer 5, yet has by that, . Power 
( 4pon occaſion of ſudtlen Straits and Emergencies in 
War) to raiſe Money upon the People by | his own Com- 
man ', without aſſzmbling tae Dyer, | 

Denmark has a Proviſion for its tupport above any King- 
dom in Exrope, God Almighty. Having-(as it were) our of 
a particylar Providence, / ſupplied that Kingdom out of irs 
own ptoduction, ſceing' there is little in it either of Arrs 
.O0r Nature. . 

The Toll of the Sound is a conſiderable Revenue to the 
Crown, and, as before mentio1'd, ſuch as no Prince in Ex- 
repe has the like, for that in all. gther Kingdoms Taxes 
are raiſed on themiclves; but this of the To from Ships 
paſling the Sound, is from Strangers, that only pals by tus 
Country, and cannot reimburſe themtelves there : Waereas 
Duties impoſed en Foreigners, that bring in their Com- 
.modities to another Country, is no more than laying it 
on. themſelves, only with tris dift.rence, That they make 
Foreigners the hicit Cplleors of it. - | 

The other: Duties Un [Denmark are not conſiderable ; 
that on.Carrel which they ſell in Germany, is of molt value ; as 
their Intrado 1s not great, ſo is their Country poor, 

| need not - mention the manner of laying Taxes in 
Common-wealths, *tis alwaigs ;with the Confent of. the Pc» 
ple, who are too apt to cenſure their Repreſentatives, :3f 
they give-not ſatisfaction to.the popr/zce. 

Ang, not withſtanding that of Yerice 1s Ariſloecratical, 
yet have they fuch numbers /in their- Senate, that no Tax 
can bes laid, but for the good of the Cummon-wealth, there 
being ,- at lealt , avs ; thonuſanj | frve  kundred Gentlemen of 
Verice, which-are , ajl -of the; Sexare , and although many 
of thum , are engaged in--che Ways,; and Foreign Employ- 
- ments, yet therg, cag-never. he 1:{5, if but one quarter of 
them, thag our.grcat Coyncil the Parliament. 

Thus 1 have given bur. a '{uccintt account of the nature 
aud impcſition of Taxes in Foreigit K ngdoms, which now 
in as few words; Iet .us compare outs with, and we fhall 
ſee how, happy .2, People wears: above: thc belt of our 
N.ighbour:. : 

And 
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And firſt , let us conſider who it is that lay Impoſi- 
tions upon us: * Tis Men choſe by out ſelves, 

The difference indeed is'' great in the wdw 'of our 
Taxes, from other Kingdoms, and alſo in the uſe of 
them. For the Add in other Kingdoms, they generally 
conſider only the Nobility and Gentry,_that Impoſitions 
may not touch- or ;affect thee, an care' not how- inſup- 
Portable or grievous they are to the Commonalty : But 
with us the Taxi reach evety'min in proportion to his 
Quality. and . 

in other Kingdoms they place Taxes only to raiſe Mo- 
ney, and have no regard to the Trade of eheir Kingdom, 
thas ſo their Taxes may not- prejudice” their Commerce. 
But in England care. is. alwaies had hat Tmpoſitions may 
not impede our Trade and Manufaftories. _ EE 
. Now, as to the Uſe and *Employ nent of Taxes in other 
Kingdoms, they alſo differ much from ours. 

ky ſome --1, oy cney are rm ro enflaye the Peo> 

e, and keep them poor, as in Meuſcovy; in other , parts 

axcg.are aid te entick. the Yeoblty) a — ! Potent; vn 
hers, to: fill the'Caffers-of the Printe; as It Flortues.” © 
i>Whereay none of theſe Uſes take up our Taxes; they \ 
are with, great' Care and Caution lain ont, and by the ſame 
Law that Taiſes them, appropriated for a particular ſer- 
vice,, and laſt nu; longer upon the People, than the neceſ. 
ſky 'of' the Nation requires 4 'for that we-'riever [haye 
Money raiſed, but for'the defetice of rhe Kingdom'; "tho? 

. I ſhall hew in' theicloſe &f this Diſcourſe, *twonld re? 
dound to the :advyantage of thei Kingdom, if there were 
more Taxes raiſed, and theſe aſſigned to publick Uſes in 
Peace as well as War, | 

I ſhall now come to the chief deſign of this Diſcourſe; 
which is; to demonſtrate, That Taxes «re no Charge either 
to the Kingdom:in general, or to particular ns ; but 
on the contrary aGain to all. 

- But ro render this matter the more plain and intelligible, 
[ ſhall proceed after the following method. 


1. Shew who in the Kingdom pay the. greateſt 'part of 
.the Taxes, -:... | rs. EA. 
_ C II, What 


4. _ 
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10, What Uſe is made of theſe Taxes 3 and how they 
circulate in the Kingdom. | ef! 


Ill. How Trade is improved by Taxes. 
IV. That the Poor are impleyed by them. 


V. That a Sett of Men of no uſe in the Kingdom, are 
by Taxes made profitable in the Commonwealth. © 


_ VI, Taoat Taxes, eſpecially when Fcade is ſtopped by 
War, is . the, only Remedy: to keep the Txadwg and 
Mechanick, hands of the Kingdom employed. - 1 


. VIL That Taxes will enrich the Nation, and difperſe 
in it as much Freaſure, when there is no Foreign 

-.,_ (Tyage, as when 'tis open, | 

"FF > MEAS, *t, 

. To begin then. with. the Fr: Head', Who it iv that 
ab of the Taxes: The att \the--worſt Members in the 
Common-wealth ({ viz.) The Extravagaiit and Debauch'd. 
The greateſt Duties ace, or ſhsvld/be-laid* upon” Com- 
modities for Pleaſure and Sumptuouſneſs, * as Silky; Gold 
and Siluer. Lace, &s. Now theſe: are wore in the greateſt 
Exceſs, .by the Extravagant of the Kingdvm, both Men 
and. Women. A - Pebyſbee ſhall | ſpend: more out of an Eftate: 
of a Thouſarid pownds a year, than & regular man will from 
the annyal Income of kiye times that, proportion ; ' and a' 
Mifs lay- out mere. on Clothes" than a Ceunteſs : So tn the ' 
Exceſs to indulge the Belly, as well as providing for the' 
Back.. The valt- copſumption of 'Wines and ſtrong Li- 
quors, is by -this ſors of Men; nay, the pooreſt Debanch, 
that can file,no higher than to': Beer and Tabaco, pays ' 
ten times as much in the year, in proportion to ' his In- 
come, 2s the greateſt Peer. *Twill hasdly gain belief, thas , 
there is many of the meaner People, Labourers and Mecha- 
»icks, that by their Expence, when they are. (as g00 ma 
be )extravagant, pa: ; $o.-the publick' Taxes above one tent 
of their daily profit : As, ſuppoſing that a labouring 'man 

1 "\ may 


| 
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ray earn Sixteen pounds 4 year,, , he, will expend though 
wa, very extraorginaily, Lat, _ alf of-it-in.Drink, 
T, Be which, the Pl. o hens jo _ 
ole it, ac two poungs. of. the eight, w 
out in idle Expences. wo it the os be vehemently de- 
cried and exclaimed ned againſt, as the greateſt Oppreſſion upon 
the Poor imaginable, if by a Poll or Land-Tax, | this _ 
that Jertualy pa dic Aon Sig, oe vue 5 
above henry, Bi 


ce $ Er upon If & good. = 


their En magancis "is certainly, a Benefit to. ahe 
K aflom, that tn. ales ſomething out 
of it Fe. the im Lucas. ipeſed mes 3 ag we 
c in oy next x Paragraph: 
Wil, | 

The St Peril, What, $ Rd of theſe. 
Taxes ;, ad, how they fk .ia the. Kingdom ; In ors 
dy to BB ere, are but two waies, in which they are 

hk 


e-is, Hh the, King's. Gert, the ogher for Pros | 
vi «x, Jn the. maintenance. . of Naval.and, Lend.\ 
Fav. NG bple aro, as, yell. the | ob! 
Tra and Artiz.ans, as reſolve into. the : Sgcurizy) of 


gdom, and the greaipacinh of the Publick Peace. 

Thcte is no Maney which circulates fo faſt, as that which 
coins hs he oo s of Seamen.and Senldiers, ; Qther; men, 
thr! pivot To + frequey -lay it up, and {© it becomes of 
oo 0 am; Bat, Mon. that live by.. 
th y, generally [= 4 faſter thag.,jt" comes. ) in{ by... 

which "ah the Money ; of the Kingdom, like the Blood 

io the Veins, has its regular, circular motion,. and ev&y 
Member in the Body is warm'd, aud refreſhed hy it; which . 
gives,Life and Motion in the whole. , And thus: 1 pre-:: 
ſure, this. Second loſtance, of the Uſe of Taxes proves,” 
That ey, are 'of Adrqatage a Pcofig 40 the "ag! 


doth. 


Thirdly, How Trade is improved by Taxes, Upon this 
Head there is much to be faid; and ficſt, It will be requi- 
C 2 
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' fe to ſay ſomething of the nature of Trade, bow it af- 
' fefts the Kingdom, for that Trade may in ſome Caſes 
prejudice a' Nation, and make it poor; as the Trade of 
Spain does that Kingdom. Trede may alſo effemigate_ 
and debauch a Country, as it does /taly. 

Now, *tis certain, that we are not free from both 
theſe publick Miſchiefs and Inconveniencies in England ; 
though our Fortune is ſuch, that being 1ſazders, and Ma- 
ſters- of one Commodity, which no Kingdom bas in that pere 
feftion as our ſelyes, . which is Wool that hath put our ' 
People upon Manufaftorics, which is the Treaſure of this 
Nanon, and keeps our Exports to a ballance with our Im- 
ports z otherwiſe this Kingdom would have been as Poor | 
as Sp4iy, and as effeminate as 7raly; but the Employmene 
of. our' milder ſort in Menwfaories at home, and the more | 
robuſt at Sea' abroad, keeps us a People in action, and Io , 
preſery'd from the Luxury and- Effeminateneſs of 7raly, 
and the Poyerty of Spain, I need .not ſpend time to 
prove how far iwe are tainted with the Miſchiefs before... 
mentioned. Our Trade with France, in all Ages paſt, ſuf- 
ficiently proves, That a Kingdom may be made poor by 
Trade; as we ſhould have-been- by 'che vaſt treaſure their | 
Linnen:,' Wine, Silks, Toys, and Sale, drew from"this King- 
dom, if our other Commerce in the World, bad” ior bal, 
lanecd; odr Jols there, + 546 Poe nt : 

Nor' are we free” from the Effeminateneſs of Daly, - 
which 1 take to be the Returns of our Gentcy's travels, a 
miſchief-to be lamented, rather than Red a Reformation . | 
of, ſince we are arriv'd to that keight of Vanity, as ro think | 
that man not' accompliſhed who is' not become Maſter of | 
the Delicacies-of - #raly, arid-extravagant Modes of France, | 

But to return t6 my Province, How Trade is improved - < 
by Taxes, for the Proof of which Aſſertion it ſeems plain, t 
Fhat ſome Trade may impair a Kingdom, and ſuch Taxes s 
and Impoſitions may abate by impofing ſuch Dazjes as they : 
cannot bear. So far then ir will' be allowed, that they im- 


prove Trade, as we commonly "ſay, Saving s Gain, ſo, if | 
we keep out a deſtruftive Trade by Duties, we may b 
alow that an Improvement of our owp. K 
| ir 
But 
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But to come nearer to the matter y Taxes improve Trade 
by employing numbers of idle Men in Naval, and Lend-ſer- 
vice, that would otherwiſe. be of no, uſe; but on- the-Con- 
trary a Peſt, and Charge to the Commonwealth. We ſel 
dom ſee any inliſted into the Army, that are Men of In- 
duſtty, or Labour; ſuch perſons are the Wens and Ex- 
creſcencies of the Commonwealth, that deſorm, but not 
ſtrengthen the Body ; and theſe being paid by the Taxes of 
another ſort of Creatures as ( before: | . mention'dy- are 'of 
no uſe in the State ; but to throw abroad the Treaſure lefr + 
them by their- Fathers, is virtually av improyement of 
Trade : ” ba all like = Rivers in = _ Wy 
in the hands of Izduffry and Tree 3.and perhaps, if dul 
confidered, more and with more certain profis __ i 
Voyages within this Iſond upon this Fund , than there : 
do'to moſt of our Foereigu Trades, And in this 'place 
I fnoſt' touch again upon the Xatwre of Trade, to ſhew that . 
private hands may raiſfe- their Fortunes by a Trade, that 
may yet be a loſs to a Kingdom, as in that of France, 
already inſiſted upon, many, 1 was like to ſay, too many 
haye acquired great Eſtates by. Now all the hands em- 
plcy'd in that Trade were no better than Robber: of the - 
Kingdom, in carrying away our Treaſure,as we uſc the doors, 
giving vs Gold for Glaſs-bead:. 

There is another fort of Trade, that though it may not 
immediately carry away any of the Stock of the Kingdom, 
yet it does hurt in taking off Hands, that might be ,cm- 
ploy'd to the advantage of the Kingdom, Now in both 
theſe the Trade of Taxes, for fo | will call-it fer the farwre, 
has the advantage, for that it carries nothing out of the 
Kingdom, nor yct takes off hands that would be- better 
employ'd z but on the contrary takes away the diſeaſe of 
the Country, dlers, and makes 'em at Icaſt ſo profitable, 
as to ſpend Mony, which they would not be able: tg do, 
if the Publick Revenue were not their Stock, | 


Fourthly , The poor are employed by Taxes , and are 
| by that means taken off from being a Charge to the 
Kingdom; many Men of broken Fortunes are brought 
into tbe Hoſpital of the Revenue, which may be ſo —_— - 

ince 
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ſince ?ris generally fill'd with ks that are reduc'd to 
ſuch necellitier, as qualific them for Choyiry. | 

- This' is one way, that Taxes employ the Por, but not 
the main thing I'mean ;/ which is, That the Trade of Taxes 
employs the poor eArtizanr, and: Aﬀchenicks , and that in 
a-greater meaſure, than our Yirgonia, and Plantationtrade, we 
with ſo little reaſon ſo much boaſt of, in theſe King- 
doms, 

By the Obſervation: | have always made in my Traverſing 
the World, 1 find, that thoſe parts have beer! moſt opuleng, 
and the People ſafeſt, that filled their own Fives and 
kept their Swarms at home. That little Com 
Laca to me. feems a' pattern for all the Princes of Europe 


and is as practicable in the greateſt Dominiotisz as thax 
4irtle Sper, ' whoſe Ear and Cirier (having Lana. joyned to | 


it?) ate all circurfcribed within the limits of Six or. Se- 


-ven Miles ſquare y yet in that compaſs they are able to raiſe 


about Twemy thouſand- Horſt © and For: a thing alihoſt in- 


credible; but known by all that have travelled that way, and 


were curious into ſuch Enquiries. | 
Theſe People/ate of woriderfal Induſtry, and: enrich them- 
ſelves by their* 2damfaBorier, which' they' go' not” abroad 


ro feera Market: for; but*mind*their Work'at” home, andJo 


become more conſiderable, thag thoſe thar ſpend their time 
in Travels, being by their ſettÞd living, able"to afford their 
Commodities they make, cheaper, than the'Genoeſe and 
Florentines,” their Neighbours. 


When'-l ſeem Peoreign Plrtr, how rich and pores a 


little Scegniory ; Commonwealth, or 'State* is made by hus- 


banding their Pepple, 1 often lamenc the misfortunes of my - 


Native "Conrtry , that 'might certainly abound with the 
greateſt, and moſt formidable People in Exrope, if they 
tolowed their Steps. | have taken up ſome of your time 


in this Diſcourſe of * Trade ;, which' may ſeen Foreign to m 


Subj:& of Taxes, yer | muſt be obliged ro do it in all 
my future Arguments, becauſe Taxes both ar iſe out of 


Trade, and maintain Trade. 


T3 
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To return then to where I left off, That the poor are em- 


played by them in their ſeveral Occupations : howmany 


ouſands of Tradeſmen haye we, that are ſupported by 
our Land and Sea-forces, which could have no vent 
for their Commodities, if they were not taken off at 
home ? Saddles, Bridles, Swords, Gunzt, &c. have no Foreign 


Market ; yet theſe employ Thouſands of Hands, who are 
pay'd by Taxes. | | 


Fifthly, There is a Set of Men, who like Rats in a' 
Cieling, live upon Prey, and do no good in a Commonwealth, 
which theſe Taxes ferres out of their Holes; Thoſe im- 
poſitions, I meap, which our Parliament has, with great 
Wiſdom, now laid on Stooks by Pole : for nothing but Lend- 
taxes will reach U{urers and Afſers, who ſpend nothing but 
for the ſopply © the neceſlities of Nature, Now theſe 
Nen, are the. Maghs of the Country, it being more miſ-. 


chieygus to the Kingdom in general to hooxd up Money, 


than for Rebkers to take it by force , and though the Law 
protects theſe, ftlent Thieves, yet they are real- Criminals, 


that. lock up. the Tools. of the. laduſtrious , many ſuffer. 


* 


ing theppgh want, that could be profitable both to them. - 
ke n 


es and others, had they but Afeny to -ſet- them ar 
work, Uſurers are by too many thought a Fermin in the 
nwyealth ; 1 cannot but have a better opinion of them, 


K' d think that the Peſt and;Plague of the Nation is a fort 


of pious Extertioners, who declaim againſt Uſur3 as un- 


tawſul Gain, bug, wilt Boy for- balf Value any thing they. 
> meet. wh - rhe 6, Baaciey': and: 000d 0000" 


can meet, with froma Per 
theſe, are ſuch as. adore their Bags; and will upon no Terms 
part with theſe Deities: their Bags are no Thorough. 
fair, only ,a way. in, but. none. out. Theſe Men are by 
Taxes made-againſt their wills: ſmall:.Benefattors to their 
Country, agd it wexe £9 be wiſhed that our' great and wiſe 
Council of the, Nation. would yet purſue them farther, and 
lay a double impoſition upon Afony Tbocked up in Cheſts, 
more than what is out at Uſury, which being employed, is-on 
the duty it. was made for ; but the other is in Caprivity ;, and 
the Paltroon. ſhould. be ppnifid for his.Cruelty. 
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Sixthly, Taxes, eſpecially in time of War,. are the only 
preſervation of all Men employ'd in Trades and Aſinu- 
faftories;,, and perhaps not much inferiour to Foreign 
Trade, if in all reſpe&s conſidered: for as to what is ſpear, 
in the Kingdom, if it bring nothing in, yet it carries no- 
thing-out and ſo far Taxes are profitable, in that the. 
Kingdom is r.ot the poorer for Mony fo raiſed; and fo ſpent ; 
and in times of War, and prohibition of Trade abroad, 
if Money. were not raiſed by Taxes, and that employed 
among our eMechanicks and Mamefattories, Men would be 
for to ſeek their bread abroad, and the loſs of Men, is 
the greateſt misfortune that can befal a' Kingdom. The 
practice of the Daurch in; burning their Spices when they have 
luch quantities as would lower the Price, might be fone» 
thing of direQtion in this caſe, and ſeems a better Govern» 
menc to employ all our hands in time of War, 2s fully in 
their Menufaltories , as ever they were in a Pree Trade, 
though when they were made, they were burnt, it being 
of dangerous conſequence to difcontinge Trade. Tnere is. 
no adjournisg labexr, and Mechanical Arts in a few Months 
will either joke the Men, or they their Trade by ſome other 
courſe of Life. oy | 

Seventhly, That T:-xes make the Kingdom rich, and in” 
time of War diſperſe as much Mony ia the Natioi, as Trade 
does in time of Peace. © ' | "Shs 

. Here | muſt, touch again' upon Trade, and enquire what ' 
Tcade brings us -in Bullion, Gold, or Coiny for we have 
ſame of all, though conſidering the Value of our Native 
Commodities, *(is wonderful that we ſhould have fo little; and 
that of thoſe numerous Tredes, which our Navigation en- 
titles us £0, that we ſhould by carrying in oor Ships, our 
own Manufatorier, out'ot all thoſe advantages add fo lit- 
tle to the: Treeſure: of the Kingdom, and ' bring 'home no 
Bullian, but by out Trade to Spain, and ſore little from 
the Levant, ' our Guinea Trade, and for ſome years paſt, 
Buckaneers in the Weſt-1ndier, Burt that which is oor beſt 
Fuad, is the Trade of Spain and Portugal, the former is 


made couliderable to us by Our Eaſt- India Commuatties, which 
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fetch from Fpain, more than we ſend out in Specze, though 
ſome believe the Eaſt-1:di« Company does us hurt, by Caicy- 
ing out the Gold of the Kingdom. 

Now then if the greateſt part of our Trade conſiſts i: 


- bringing in Commodity for Commodity, then all the benefit o! 


that ,Trade is, That it gives employment to our common 
People in their Mechanick Arts; and if we can do that by 
our own expence at home, 'tis more the profit of the King- 
dom, than by ſending them abroad ; for that we avoid the ha- 
zard of the Sea, and other accidents abroad : it ſeems 
then that Taxes do that, ſince they iſſue forth Mony for 
payment of our Ar:;zans, and eMechbanicks, that are em- 
ployed in making Commodities for our own uſe, and at 
the ſame time enough for that Foreign Trade, which fur- 
niſhes us with Bulle: and by that it appears that we 
are much greater gainers by the Trade of Taxes, than by 
al} our Foreign Trade, which brings in nothing but Com- 
modity for our own expence, We (ce that the Care of our 
Parliament is, to prevent the Importation of: Foreign Commo- 
dities, and to encouraze that Commerce, which brings us in 
Meney for our own, Tais then is the ſureſt 7-ade 1 know for 
that purpoſe , of laying ſuch impoſitions as way fetch our 
the Meſers hoords, which are as remote and ſoreign to thc 
employments of the Kingdom, as thoſe in the Mines at 


'the Indies; and I know no :diffcrence betwixt bringing 


Treaſure out of an Iron Cheſt by a good Law, and plowing 
the Seas by long and dangerous Foyazes; only the advan- 
tage ſeems greater, by getting it from an Enemy at home, 
than a Friend abroad. But undoubted it is, that tie King- 
dom is as much increaſed in its Common Stock, as is brought 
out from the Mony'd Men: it would exceed the limits of a 
Letter to evince what | am morally ſure of, that the Pole and 
Landetaxes, palled this Jait Seſſion, has actually brought into 
the bank of Trade, more ready Mony than came into the 
Kingdom, during the /ate Kings wibappy Reegn, and *cis 
a vulgar error tO believe that T:xes, cven to the meaneſ? 
e Man is a Charge, for that his Mite 1s With increaſe re- 
turn'd by the expence of that, which would never have 
icen day, but by the force of a Law; fo that publick 
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Taxes, expended in our own Country, maybe: acconnted 
the poor a1.d the Mechanick's bank, by which they are em- 
ployed, and maintained ; and as the meaner Sort have 
advantage by Taxes, ſo have they of better qualry: the 
Land- Lord has his Rent the better paid by the quick re- 
turns of Mony z the Merchants, and other Traders, fined 
it in their payments, and receipts ; the Country Farmer in 
the ſale of his Corn and Cattle : for this is certain, that 
moſt Mens expence either in Cloaths or Ford, is ac» 
cording to their ony of Fortune, not Appetite Or Wa- 
rity : many Men content, or rather confine themlelyes to a 
Threepenny Ordinary, that would ſpend Twelve Pence, 
1f they:had it. So that after all the noiſe and clamour tha 
is made in- the Kingdom, inveighing literally againſt the 
heavy Taxes, which are on the Subjeft ; this unreaſon- 
able declaiming is made for tyem that no Man loves, 
the griping Afſers, that hoord up Mony : for he indeed 
ſeems only aggrieved, that pays out to ſupport Trade,. in 
which he never had the Heart to do good; and even this 
Man would be a gainer too by Taxes, if he were not 
{ſeparate from humane Socicty, and truſted neither Gd, 
nor Man; wiiatever he has to do in the World, is to ſee that 
he runs no hazard in it,and whoever he deals with muſt be 
ſure to him, though he cannot be ſo to himſelf. And beſides 
this extream Earth-worm that hoords, there: is another 
Seir of Men that do little good in the Commonwealth, and 
that is ſuch as have more Mony by them, than they can 
employ, and perhaps would gladly put it out to Intereff, 
but cannot : Theſe are leſs faulty than the former, yer 
ſhould be obliged ro do fome good with their Treaſures, 
and the beſt way ſ:ems to lay around Tax upoa that Mony, 
'Tis wich reafon believed that there is now ren #mes The 
proportion of Afory in the Kingdom, as was inthe Rergy 
of King James the Firſt ; yet not more ſtirring in the King. 
dom, but what is brought out by C:ffomes and Duties 
then would it not be as beneficial to Trade by Taxes upon 
the Miſers and Hoorders of Mony before-mentioned , ro 
ſerch it -out from them, as »vith Skips to get it from 
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us in fall Trade theſe Ten Years, if we had none abroad 
and nothing but fuch impoſitions as may ſupply the want 
of Trade, can keep our eArtizan and Manufattories I» 
gether, ; 

Thus 1 have hudd''d together a mixt Diſcowſe, which 
I fear may be troubleſome to collect, and ſhape, for your 
apprehenſion z but your greater judgment will unite its in- 
congruities: | can only juſtifie the mattey to be in the main 
of it, Collections from the practice and uſage of other 
places; {or what relates:'to this Nation, you are a better 
Fudge than 1 am, who am guided by the prattice of Trade, 
any that is, I doubt, too olten exploded by Af5mſters of 
State. 

I confeſs the Fatignes of Goveryment, are above the Con» 
duCt of a Mercantine head, and therefore | acquieſce without 
much enquiry into them, only fit often down with doubiful 
conjectures of the iſſue of our preſent Afairs. 

| mean.notof the preſent diſtraQions which an inconſiderable 
number of Mal contents fling among us, whoſe profeſſion more 
umnmediately obliges them to the Charatters of Peace-maker:, 
than it does other Chriſtians : theſe will ceale with the Ro- 
wiſh Intereſt, that masks ie ſelf under them ;, but thatwhich 
t-tcar, is; a diltraction of the Trades, Manxfattories, and 
Induſtry 'of the ' Nation, becauſe I ſce none concerned for 
it. | The Tumor of the times, looks more like the rifling of 
a Camp, than improvement of Trade and Commerce , moſt 
Men in Court and Cy purſuing employments, C:;vil or Mi- 
litary, which 1 take to be an 54 Omen, and doubly to be 
blamed ; 

.. Firſt, For Men of Fortune and Employment in Trade, 
to take away that which ſhould be bread for the decay'd 
Mar, 

And then, Seccx-ly, It is miſchievous to the Commonwealth 
to have Mcn that can employ trermſeives in it, to be 
taken off from promoting the publick in their proper 
Station, 

Having thus run through the Name and Uſe of Toxecs, 
with the rcaſons-that ſeem perſwiſive, as to the great 
kelp they are to the ſupport of this Kingdom ;, you may 
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perhaps expect I ſhould ſay ſomething of the way , how 
Taxes may be moſt beneficially, and eaſily layn, but in 
that I am bari'd by ſome impertinent pens, who are every 


day printing their Follies, to which is added an unaccountable. 


boldneſs, not to ſay more, by their deſigning to direft the 
Great Council of the Nation. 1 could name ſeveral that have 
taken pains in this matter, but omitting others, 1 cannot 


but name a Paper | ſaw the other day, Entituled, Prepoſals 


humbly offered to the Conſideration of this preſent Parliament , 
being a ſoft and eafie way for raiſmng of Mony in order to 
the prepetual maintaining, and defending of this King- 
dom. 


The Author there tells you, how the Narion fhall be ſup-. 


ported by a Miracle; and if it were only ſo, 1 might not 
think it impoſlible : but as our Faith muſt be above reaſor, 
yet. net againſt it, 1o | think are miracles 3 but perhaps that. 


Gentleman has another fund for his Invention out of the. 


Turks Opinion, That Lunaticks and Idiots are inſpired, and 
ſuch may be thought ſo, that propoſe to break the moſt 
ancient Tenure of England, and to raiſe up a Treaſure, 
which, to uſe his own words, No body ever thought of be-. 
fore; a Stock of honeſty to pay Fleers and Armies 3 he's only 
ſhort in not propoſing a way, how to make that Treaſure 
Sailable ; for he that has it, will not part with it : and 
they who have it not, are ſeldom in love with it, ner will 
take it in payment Without the Gentleman'”s token, that found 
out this unknown Treaſure. 

| beg pardon for this Digreſſion, which 1 make only to 
ſhew the cavſe, why [| am loth to cr:wd in among the 
Politicks, as he that gives this advice to the Parkament often 
mentions, 

But though 1 dare not preſume to direct the beſt and 
moſt profitable way of Taxes; yet | will here name ſuch 
2s I think are not the moſt dchireable, and then mention 
ſuch as in other parts of the World are thought moſt 
agreeable. 

For, ſuch as I take to be uneaſie to the People, and 
not moſt ptotitable to the State, are, Firſ#, Thoſe that 


are levicd on the Subject by way of Fees in Offices. 
This, 
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This, that in its otiginal was either to be a profit to the 
Crown, in bringing in- Money to the King's. Exebequer, or 
an eaſe to the Crown, in ſaving the Charge of Salteries for 
Officers about the Law, &c+ is now become neither. Per- 
haps, if an Eſtimate was made, there would be found 
ſome Adillions Sterling raiſed in this Kingdom on Offices; 
of which there comes not the Thouſandth part into the 
King's Treaſury ;, nor, that which is more ſtrange, not a 
Penny ſaved of the .King's* Charge 4n; maintaining , thoſe 
Officers. Some have zbouſunds a year 1n Fees: and: Perqui» 
lites,that yet have a large Sallary from the King. | 

Others have Offices, whoſe Fees, when firſt eſtabliſhr, 
would but afford an honeſt Livelihood to the Officer 
that officiated z but in proceſs of time *cis advanced to 
ten times that value, and now: is ,managed. by a Deputy, 
perhaps. for-leſs than-a rwentieth ipare of the profit of the 
Office. This ſeems a grievous Tax, and would be thought 
ſo, if appropriated to any particular uſe of the- Crown::. 
As for example ; If the Parliament ſhould give a certain 
Tax to the King, for maintaining . a War with France, 
and this Tax, contrary to expectation, amounted to five 
times: the Charge of that War, would it be thought rea« 
ſonable for the King to demand a farther Supply from 
the People? Or rather, Would it not be thought equal, 
to. eaſe the Subject of fo much of that Tax, as is ſurplus 
to. the Charge. 

The Caſe ſeems Parallel in Offices, and if enquired into, 
there may be thought almoſt enough there to ſave the 
Kingdom from other Taxes; but I would not be under- 
ſtood to invade any Mans Property. The wiſdom of the 


Nation might find Expedients to do a general Good, . 


without a particular injury to any man. 


Secondly, Poll Money ſeems an unequal and unprofitable. 
Tax ;, unequal, if it be by a general way, . al! Heads to 
pay alike, the Cobler with the Lord ; 3nd unprofitable, if it 
be by diſtinction of Quralities : for that it gives great 
opportunity of Frauds in Colleftion, and not without 
ſon;e in point of Eſtate and Quality, broxen mrn thinking 

its 
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it, and. too; often affeGing a Credit, by being returned in 
the Polbbook, of thaz value, which in-truth they may+aot 
be, Ly 


Thirdly, Such as are raiſed by Bemevolence, are the worſt 
of Taxes, and this of Free Gift is'of double conſideration. 
Firſt, as it is from the Subj:& to the Prince, and then as it is 
from the People one to another. | 

Benevolence from the Subjef# to the Prince 4s dangerous, 
in that it brings men under diſcrimination . he that gives 
not largely, perbaps ibeyond his ability, wil! be looked 
upon as difl. ff.ted. And ſuch is the unlimitednefs of 
this way of taxing, that Men have no Rule whereby 
they may be ſafe, but ſhall, it may be, be - compared to 
Men of -twice:their Eſtates, or that which is worſe, with 
Sycephanes, Fools3of the. tiines., who are extravagant in 
their Conrtriburions-totirat Geaverament, which refunds them 
equally'totheir Service. 

That of Benevolence one to the" other .is a frequent Tax 
m the Kingdom, and in my opinion one of the greateſt Mi- 
ſtakes in our Government. | 

There 'is nothing more cemmon than this , given by 
Authority, for 'Lolkes by Five, - and Other - general :Calami- 
ties.. | '{eldom fee (it for Lofles at Sea, though they are 
yearly much greater than thoſe. by Fire. But to return, 
this way of railing Money by Benevolence to relieve one 
another, is a Tax- on the beſt men, and an Impuaity on 
the worſt. Good men are apt to commiſerate the Ne- 
ceſſities of their Neighbours, when bad men too -ofcen 
rejoice at them, and ſeldome give any thing to relieve 
them; *tis God only that can reguliie the AﬀeCtions; 
Man can compel tic outward Conformity. And there 
ſ2cms in nothing a greater want of the aid of Govern- 
went, than in this of Payments to any publick ule , the 
want of which renders hoc men a Sacrifice for ancharitable 
Mile:s, 

| have ſometimes thovalnt the Coljetion for the Por 
at Church-doors no berter ; fer, til} all men. be alike 
virtuons Co vitiee, that can be no equal Levy that leaves 
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Men at liberty. The Government are beſt Judges of 
what the Poor ſhould) recoive, andthe Rich :;payg\and if 
that were thought convenient, it {eems tome moſt equal, 
where every one ſhauld give to the Relief of his diltrcl- 
ſed ;Neighhour , according to his Worldly Subſtance, not 
Chrifian, Charity. 08.2491 


_ \Founthly, Impoſitions. upon Men for/their Religion, ſeems 
no gpod way of Taxes, Indeed the truly conſcientious 
Man will think that well beſtow'd which purchaſes - the 
.Exercife of bis Religion, but that is no warrant for impoſing 
it, We may ſay, under the Goſpel, that which David 
could not pader the' Law, , That be: would wot ſerbe 'God 


meth that which coft bim nothing: | 


'- + ſo much doubt my Judgment in my own 'Province, 
that 1 dare npt intrade into that Sacred one: ofiDivinity : 
but think it allowable to take any choice of Opinions in 
this matter , and with thoſe I join that think no Errowr in 
Fundamentals ſhould be allowed in a .Chriftian Church, 
.nor any Oiderence in: Circumſtantials putchaſed -+y 
Money. Wn Jab 


Fifthly, «Monopolies are an ill way of raiſing Money ; 
for any Set of People to have the particular ſelling of any 
Commodity , or vſing any Arts, though' they pay a great 
Rent to the Government, is yet a great Prejudice - and 
Tax to the People, where no Indufry (ſhould be teſtrai- 
ned. Yd 

Yet | am of Opinion againſt them that-think the Tur- 
hey, Hamborough, Faſt-India, and other Companies, for 
Foreign Trade, a Morepo'y. The Cale is vaſtly differing, 
and fo'far from hindering a Publick Good, that they pre- 
ſerve thoſe Trades in the Kingdom, which would be torn 
to pieces by a coniufed and gereral Trade : Ir: was evi- 
dent in the time, when the Eaſt India Trade was at large 3 
but this requires an ample Diſcourſe of ir ſelf. 


Ss.xthly, 


24 Taxes nd Charge. 


Sixthly; Iitake the ' Alteration inthe value of Money to 
| be a Tax, and no good' one. We are leſs afflicted with 
that than any People in the World ; yer ſome lictle touches 
we have had, rather by accident than deſign, fo needs the 
leis to be ſaid on them 3 but whereever ?ris uſed, the Sub» 
ject is the Sufferer; for, call Afoney what you will, it bas 
ts Standard it the 'World, and is no more than what 
other Nations account it, according to its IntrinſickFalue, 
-Not what Name any: King or Government gives it. 

"Now, if a Prince, as the French often do, raiſe AMe- 
-ney in Name, the Landlord and Officer, that receive Fees 
and Penſions, are the. Ziſers, The Merchant ard Tradef- 
men loſe but once, by as much -as they have in their 
. bands, 'at fuſt coming out- of the Charge ; but thoſe mea 
of real 'Eſtates: are Loſers, as long as it laſts, for that 
they muſt take- it for what the Government calls-it-3 but 
the.Merchant and Tradeſmen -will not, becauſe they -put 
a valoe ypon their Commodities accordingly. If the Go- 
vernment makes :wenty ſhillings three and twenty, the Mer« 
chant will have three and twenty ſhillings for twenty ſhillings 
worth of Commodities : So that he muſt yalue it accor- 
ding as it bears with the - /»trinſick Value ;, for in propor- 
tion to that he + buys and ſells throughour the World, 
however Kings and Governments give Names to their ſe. 
;veral Coins. So:we ſec it in France and Holland, where 
they reckon their Caſh by Livres or Crowns, and in Hel. 
land by Gilders, and Peund Flemiſh ;, yer ſtil! the Merchant 
roles - himſelf by-the Standard in: England, which is thought 
the beſt in Europe. pre 


Seventhly , Railing Money from Travellers and Paſſen- 
gers over Brioges and through Cities, as they do mich in 
Helland, leems an unequal I ax, and ſubject to great Frauds, 
I take - it. to be unequal, becauſe generally *tt1s the poore 
eſt and moſt induitricus thet are liable to it, and 
perhaps it often reaches thoſe that are travailing co find 
out Charity, or labour for a Living, Now, to exact 
from tizem, bcfore they have purciaicd it, 1s a S:yerity 
: cqual 


Tapees au hogs 

equal 94: that of :  caking1:Brigk. without / Stram or 
Stubble 

"Tis liable to great Frauds, fince !cis impoſe to 
tave a check :3.;{0 ther . the. Gatherers are. under \great 
temptations, and the Collectors being! men of mean qua- 
Ay, are apietithſbe ſeduced. 

. Thoſe: Taxes foem mait beneficial to 4 bed 
mhich pals through few :and-- moſt ſolvent rhands.- : Att@, 
as; *ciz (eeure. for; che Scate,  ſo- *cis: moſt 'eaſtt for: the: Pew- 
ple. a0d+ the btrer that {mpoſicions | 'abe+ collefted, 
the more are tle People onberbihes from now” Le 
vies. 


k Pa.” 1A A 

1 hill now come to ſhew what ny mn 

Kingd&ns moſt adviiable, and _ are thefe. 
#34 &- il Ut 

Firſt, That of Exciſe, which is —_ uſed in oo. Uns- 
+ed Provinces, Which we ſhoutd here think intalerabls, to 
be laid ,on every Bit which /weeatty but thete ——_ 
vlcful,,and vime; has made it barurale x66 the People 71d 
in Venice and). dther 2parts2:7; Thergreat Duke” of "Flo 
rence dves;. the ſame; 'by raiſiag- moſt \6f- tis © R&venne 
vpon | Canſumpoions 1 his 'own 'Dominibns'; Which *ifdeed 
ſeems of all. Taxes the moſt equals for Th 2oinian' by. 
i can be ſaid to be eppreſled; 'he »— own Aſſeſ. 
ſor, and pays: but 'whar: 16 pikpſes'} tg" "his 
Expence : Bit-laying it, as they to In the ed Phew 
vince, upon the Food of the»#vor; imighe be hoophr 4 
Grievance. -4f.that, and.one Defet more; 66014” he\ r6- 
medied, there could be nething ſaid ngamſt this Taxs 
and that is, the Rich Miſer (who farves his? teſerabfe 
Body) gors molt free 5 therefore, as to him" 1. ive 


before given my Opinion , how he might be reach- 
ed. UIRTIYS 


Where'-this: Exciſe is moſt fea; Inipottziomanl Ek 


portations are molt eaſed; by. which means "Trade 4s 

greatly. improved, and' at the ſame time , the Levies ro 

the King or State much angmeated ;, for char the expence 

of. oy Merchants and. Seamen that repair thither,. tho? 
R. 


they. 
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they often :ſeli nothing; 'but:;come'to ſee 5 Market, Is coh- 

liderable. = LOUIE 
Secondly, Tn other Countries Few. are particularly tax'd, 
and for | which there'-feems' good realon, .for that no 
Tax hardly reaches them, bur-like. the Miſers before ſpo- 
-ken- of, they are indeedbeyond them; for thar Exciſetbuch- 
.eah"_ nog ' theny ;3- they neither eat nor drink with Chr;fs. 
«1fi;- 6: fem Eggs orrHerbs are moR of theiri.Food yg live 
ſocdidly, and ſpend [little have no 'Lands'-or' Rents 'to 
be reached by any Tax: Nor is their Trade 'profitabte to 
a Kingdom, or advantagious to the Revenue, dealing. moſt 
in Bills of Exchange, Jewelr, and concealable Commodities, 


Theſe men ſhould -be reached-by a particular Tax, and 
ſo made profitable toa Kingdom. | 


+ Tvirdly, ln - ſome places the Government maintains 
& and Matters: of Sport and Recreation, 'paying 
che: Actors Salaries, and taking\the profit into 'their 
Ireaſures: apd:in other parts; as in Holland, «the Pub. 
lick-haye one: hat_takes part; of what is given by :Spe- 
Qators ; ſo 'that- they, make a Gain! out of that waſte Mo. 
ney, .for no better can 1 term it." if a Calculation was 
mage of all: the: Money ſpent. in |Evglazd, by ſuch Diver. 
Hons, jt -mighs- be thought, a round Sum might beraiſed 
rfArir ; hp it + nat _ NR; That a 
Flaybouſe which receives awenry thouſand pounds & year, ſhould 
Pay nothing to the Publickz when a Ceffecbouſe,. that re- 
CEIVES- nOt ome thouſand per anmen, pays 1Mwenty pounds ? 
And fo-it; is in Muſick houſe, Bear-gardens, and Plays in 
Fairs, &c. j 
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Fourthly, In ſome parts of the World, as Jraly, Fraxce, 
and Spgin, a;Tax;of Labour upon Afulrfaftors condemns ſuch 
as we here puniſh with Death,to the Gathes and Mines,which 
is a Puniſhment of greater terior and longer example 'than 
Death, andat the fame time,of:profit to the KingdOn I have 


efcen thought vpon this particutlar, and ſpeut-heurs in debate 
IF with 
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with wy (cf, and therefore hall he ; 
trouble you with a tedious Harangue NE, — ak 
Ccnceptions, oy 

I baye enquired firſt into the Law- of God, then into 
that of other Kingdoms, and find that we ciffes from 
both in our puniſhment for Felomies. The Law of ſes, 
which is more ſeyere_than ours in many things, (as that 
of Adultery and D;ſobedience to Parents, the latter of which 
is by our Law not ſo penal as a brokeu H:ad } yet in Fe- 
lomes nce (o extream as we are; ſo far from mzking it 
Death, as not to irflict a Corporal Puniſhment. The 
re(toring of four- fold was direfted by the Great Judge of 
Heaven and Earthy and if the Thief had nething to make 
ſatisfaction with, he was to be fold. But our Laws and 
Cuſtoms differ much , when we puniſh the Kingdom for 
the faulc of an evil Member, It will not be denied, but 
that the Treaſure of Men' is of more value than that 
of Money. 

Now, to take away the Life of a Man, is in its pro. 
portion, <qual to a mans cutting off a Limb, becauſe ic 
is fore, A Trief is a Dileaſed M:mber, beiter to be 
cured than deſtroyed. *T will be thought an extravagant 
fancy, yet to me it ſcems a real truth, Taat a Thief is 
leſs miſchievous to a Body Politick, than a Mhiſer; for 
he only makes a wrong transferring of Riches, the other 
(1 mean the W4ſer) keeps all buried, fo that the Communt-« 
ty is wronged. by him, and only particular P-r ſons by the 
other; and, as the taking away the Life of a Man wea- 
kens the Kingdom, ſo does it injure the perſon robbed z 
for that if the Thief were not able to pay, then might 
he be fold, and kept at work in Mines, or other Penal 
Labour , both for ſatisfaction to the Perſon injured, and 
Corporal Puniſhment ro the Offender : And, it may be 
thought to be of more terror, to have a SpeCtacle ſor 
many years labouring with a ſhaved Head in Chains, than 
an Execution of talt an hour, that is oftentimes ſcon for- 


ot « 
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I have 
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+ ehcſe four H:ads for allthe Foreign 

| IVE mays 1 do not remember amongſt t 
uſe im Tax-*- : 

'.- -v3 Waies they have, any other praCticable and 
Rohtable in theſe Kingdoms. The two later of theſe we 
do not uſe; bot I prefume, if they were taken into the 
confideration 'of better Heads than mine, they might find 
a way to make ſomething. out of them; foraſmuch as [ 
am able to judge ,, a preat Revenue, might be- made to 
accrew to the Kingdom, out of the Vermin of the Na- 
tion, l:wd Perſons of both Sexes, which now paſs as if 
tolerated in their Enormities; and only one Setr of them 
that theLaw ſeems ſevere againſt, puniſhing them wirh Death, 
which "by fo much appears, to be the worle, by how 
much we ſuppoſe nothing too rigotous for Offences 
againſt our 'ſelves, and - nothing too little or indulgent 
kr Crimes conmirted againſt God. 


F am, 
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Pur moſt humble Servant. 
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